
 
 
 

Wisconsin Pork Association 
P.O. Box 327 
Lancaster, WI 53813 
 
May 16th, 2023 

Wayne Hoernke 
Swine Superintendent 
Lodi Agricultural Fair 
Lodi, WI 
 
Dear Wayne, 

We hope you are doing well and enjoying the spring weather thus far! We are writing regarding 

Wisconsin’s Swine Health Rule. Currently, the Wisconsin Swine Health Rule requires producers to test 

their pigs for PRRS and PEDv when moving intrastate (within WI) or interstate (across state lines).  The 

WPA has discussed this rule extensively and has developed a plan to assist in determining the 

effectiveness of the rule in respect to the state’s health status relative to the producers’ testing costs.  

The Wisconsin Pork Association (WPA) plan provides an opportunity to capture additional information of 

tests conducted in various regions of our state. The goal is to collect all test results and compile an 

aggregated report for working with experts in the industry. To maintain confidentiality of all participants, 

no individual results will be released. 

We are reaching out to three categories of pork producers in our state: large and small producers as well 

as exhibitors at county fairs that are required to test their pigs to exhibit.   

Below is an outline of how the program will work for county fair exhibitors.  

1. WPA will send oral fluid test kits to each county fair superintendent. The superintendent will be 

responsible for dispersing kits to each exhibiting family. Each family will receive one kit. 

2. The family will collect oral fluids from the test kit. Please see attachment for directions on how 

to collect. 

a. Note that you only need 1 test for the whole group of pigs on your farm. You do not 

need to individually test each animal. The test should be hung in a pen so multiple pigs 

can chew on it. 

3. Once oral fluid samples are collected, the family will give the samples to their local veterinarian 

so that he/she can mail the sample into the diagnostic lab for testing. 

a. Note: Store fluid samples in refrigerator or freezer until you can deliver them to the 

vet. 

b. You must tell your veterinarian to request a PCR test for PRRS and PEDv.  Also, if the 

test is positive, make sure they request that sequencing be done. 



 
 

i. PCR testing is more expensive but more accurate. For this you will receive a $100 

rebate. If the test is sequenced, we will also reimburse you for the additional 

cost associated. 

ii. If not specified, then ELISA test results will receive a $25 rebate. 

4. Upon receipt of the test results from the diagnostic lab, each participant will submit the 

following to WPA:  

a. PCR test results, rebate form, and receipts (vet, shipping, and testing). 

b. Note: If your animals were vaccinated for PRRS, you must note that on the rebate form 

so we can ensure our data is not skewed. 

5. WPA will reimburse each premises up to $100 / PCR test completed between April 1st – 

December 1st, 2023. This amount should cover all your testing and shipping expenses. 

a. Note: You only get reimbursed if you submit PCR results, rebate form, AND receipts. 

b. If it is not a PCR test, then you will only receive a $25 rebate. 

c. Note: Each participant is only eligible for 1 reimbursement per quarter April 1st- 

December 1st, 2023. 

6. WPA will aggregate the results to complete a report to present to the WPA Board for review to 

determine how to move forward.   

a. Note: No individual test results will be released.  

WPA is collecting this data to clarify the benefit/cost ratio of the swine health rule while utilizing 

common sense and science to create the best approach toward safeguarding animal health in our state!  

We appreciate your consideration for participating in this program. If you have any questions, you may 

contact the WPA office at 608-723-7551 or email wppa@wppa.org. Again, thank you so much for your 

cooperation and if you have any questions whatsoever, don’t hesitate to reach out! 

 

Sincerely, 

Keri Retallick & Morgan Worek 

 
Keri Retallick   Morgan Worek 
Exec. Vice President  Program & Marketing Director 
Wisconsin Pork Association Wisconsin Pork Association 
 
 
 
Enclosure 
 

mailto:wppa@wppa.org


PRRS/PEDv Testing Rebate Program 
 

The Wisconsin Pork Association offers two tiers of rebates to producers testing for Porcine 

Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS) and Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus (PEDv). 

• Tier 1: $25 rebate to pork producers to help offset ELISA testing costs.  

• Tier 2: $100 rebate to pork producers to offset PCR testing costs.   

Testing is required to comply with Wisconsin’s Animal Health rule effective March 2018. The rule 

requires farms with pigs to test for PRRS and PEDv when moving intrastate or interstate. Testing is 

not required for pigs moving directly to harvest. The funding is available on a first come-first serve 

basis. Producers may apply for one grant per premises per quarter each year. All rebates must be 

received by December 1, 2023.  
 
 

Details on the rule can be found by going to www.datcp.wi.gov and searching "swine movement" or directly at 

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/SwineMovement.aspx 

 
The following requirements and stipulations apply: 

•  Producer must complete and submit rebate form by December 1st, 2023. 

•  Reimbursement form must include documentation showing proof of test completion 

• Proof of test includes a dated copy of a veterinary clinic bill that shows a line item for PRRS/ PEDv testing and a 

copy of a test report including date and results from a veterinary diagnostic lab. Producers requesting $100 

rebate must include if pigs have been vaccinated.   
 
 
 
 

PRRS/PEDv TESTING REBATE APPLICATION  
Please return this form, complete test results and documentation to:  

WPA, PO Box 327, Lancaster, WI 53813, or scan to wppa@wppa.org 
 
 

  Producer Name:   
 
 

Street Address:   
 
 

City:   State:   Zip:   

 

County: ___________________________________Premises ID: ______________________________________________ 
 
 

Phone:   
 
 

Email:   

 

 Were the pigs in this group vaccinated for PRRS prior to testing?  Yes______  No ______ 

        If you are unsure, please contact the producer you purchased the pigs from and request the information. It is 

        important to verify if positive pigs are positive due to vaccination or wild strain.  Thank you in advance for your help.  
 
 

For questions or more information, please contact the state office at 

wppa@wppa.org or 608-723-7551. 

http://www.datcp.wi.gov/
mailto:wppa@wppa.org


Oral Fluid Collection Procedure for Pigs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

1. Determine the number of samples that you need to collect.  

a. To meet the requirements in Wisconsin’s rule, 1 oral fluid sample for farms with less than 

150 pigs is needed. If your farm has more than 150 pigs, you will need to collect 3 oral 

fluid samples.  

 

2. Suspend the rope in the pen.  

a. The rope should be tied to a sturdy gate in a clean area of the pen where several pigs are 

able to reach it at the same time.  

b. Try to avoid tying the rope near waterers and feeders.  

c. The rope should be long enough to reach the shoulder of the pigs but should be trimmed 

if longer to avoid fecal contamination.  

 

3. Let the pigs chew on the rope for 20-30 minutes.  

a. For nursery pigs, untwisting the rope into smaller strands makes it easier for them to chew 

on.  

 

4. Wring the sample out of the rope into a plastic bag.  

a. Wear disposable gloves to prevent contamination of the oral fluid samples.  

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 

• Pre-made oral fluid collection kit  

o Available for purchase from ITL Biomedical.  

o Note: These kits only sell by the case (36 samples). Visit 

www.itlbiomedical.com/animal/products-animal/ or call 1-888-411-2851. 

 

OR 

 

• Make Your Own Kit at Home:  

1. 3-strand twisted undyed cotton rope (1/2 inch for nursery pigs, 5/8” for grow/finish and 

 adult pigs.)  

2. Clean plastic bag – you can a use plastic boot, Ziplock bag, or semen collection bags.  

3. Side cutters, knife, or scissors – may be used to cut cotton rope from the pen divider. 

4. Snap-cap, screw-top tube, or red top tube – Collection tubes may include most tubes with 

    a cap. However, make sure that tubes do not contain additives such as EDTA or heparin. If 

    using glass blood collection tubes, use only red-top tubes (without additives.)  

5. Permanent marker  

6. Gloves – wear disposable gloves to prevent contamination of oral fluid samples. If you 

     squeeze down the rope and the rope is not in the bag, wearing disposable gloves is 

     recommended. 

http://www.itlbiomedical.com/animal/products-animal/


b. Insert the wet end of the rope into a clean plastic bag.  

c. Strip the rope so the fluid accumulates in the corner of the bag.  

 

5. Cut a corner of the plastic and drain fluid into the collection tube.  

a. Since the large particles will sink to the bottom and account for a large portion of the 

sample, try to collect at least 5 ml of oral fluids.  

b. Be sure to label the tube with a pen and barn number if you want it for future reference. 

 

6. Refrigerate until you can get the sample to the vet clinic.  

a. Samples that are not tested within 24 hours of collection should be immediately frozen.  

 

7. Take the samples to a local veterinary clinic for submission to a veterinary diagnostics lab.  

a. Discuss with your veterinarian whether you should run a PCR or ELISA test.  

b. For the WPA reimbursement program, we would like PCR tests done. This will offer $100 

rebates. If a PCR test is not done, then you will only be reimbursed $35 for the ELISA 

test. 

HELPFUL HINTS: 

• Pigs are more active in the morning. If pigs are inattentive to the rope, the afternoon collections 

may take more time than the standard 20-30 minutes.  

• If reluctant to approach the rope, pigs can be trained by placing a rope in the pen to play with or 

by flavoring these practice ropes with sugar solutions. The pigs will then more aggressively chew 

on the diagnostic sample ropes in the future. These training ropes should be discarded.  

• Do not collect diagnostic samples from ropes contacting the floor or from flavored ropes.  

• Samples submitted should not contain large amounts of organic material such as feed or fecal 

material. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Visit: https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/SwineMovement.aspx  

QUESTIONS: 

Contact the Wisconsin Pork Association by emailing wppa@wppa.org or calling 608-723-7551. 

 

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/SwineMovement.aspx
mailto:wppa@wppa.org

